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STradition EXCELLENCE IN MUSIC 
EDUCATION AND PERFORMANCE

Two core principles underlie the ECYS mission:

Music Education, to nurture, train and develop young

musicians from culturally diverse backgrounds and encourage

a lasting appreciation of music; and Musical Excellence, to

provide high-quality performance opportunities for young people

and outstanding musical events for the wider community.

ECYS is distinguished by its unusually large and

diverse number of ensembles, a creative structure that enables

the ECYS faculty to offer an enriching musical education to

the widest possible range of youth.The young musicians of

ECYS range from those at the beginning of their musical

training to those ready to establish their creative careers as

performing artists. A vibrant repertoire challenges them to

excel as ensemble and solo players, and to discover their own

talents and leadership abilities.

ECYS performances meet critical acclaim and inspire

local, national and international audiences. ECYS musicians

have opportunities to perform with soloists of international

stature, and receive mentoring and coaching from a 

distinguished roster of professional musicians and 

conductors dedicated to opening the world of 

orchestral music to the next generation.

Special Guest Artist

David Kim
Concertmaster, Philadelphia Orchestra

David Kim captured a top prize 
in the 1986 Tchaikovsky Violin

Competition, and enjoys a career 
as a soloist, as a chamber 

musician and as concertmaster 
of one of the greatest 

orchestras in the world.

Mr. Kim performs the
Brahms Violin Concerto

with the ECYS Symphony 
Orchestra on March 25 & 26,

2006 and will conduct a 
masterclass 0n March 24.

Dr.Camilla Kolchinsky,Music Director
DR.CAMILLA KOLCHINSKY enters her twelfth season as ECYS Music
Director and conductor of the Symphony, Sinfonietta and Galbraith
Honor Strings. She received a Master of Music Degree with distinction
from the State Music Conservatory of Moscow and completed the

doctoral level program in conducting at the State
Music Conservatory of Leningrad. She appeared
regularly with the Bolshoi Theater,
the National USSR State Orchestra, and the
Moscow Philharmonic. She has conducted the
Philharmonic Orchestra in London, the Israel
Philharmonic, the Swedish Radio Orchestra in
Stockholm, the Oslo Philharmonic, the Brussels
Radio Symphony Orchestra and many others.

“Camilla Kolchinsky earned herself a strong posi-
tion amongst the most talented conductors...
she does not only possess a remarkable tech-
nique as a conductor, but she makes the very
best use of her technique to reveal her inter-
preting intentions and great musical talent.”

MSTISLAV ROSTROPOVICHDr. Camilla Kolchinsky
Conductor’s Suite
Dvorak Hall

Cover: ECYS Symphony Orchestra, Dvorak Hall, Praque 2005
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Season Opener
Featuring soloists Timothy Yu 
and Kenric Tam

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 7:30 PM

California Theater
345 South First Street, San Jose

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 7:30 PM

Spangenberg Theater
780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto

BEETHOVEN  Symphony No. 2
MENDELSSOHN  Violin Concerto, Mvt. I,

Timothy Yu, soloist
PROKOFIEV  Piano Concerto No. 2, Mvt. I,

Kenric Tam, soloist
HINDEMITH  Symphonic metamorphosis

of themes by Carl Maria von Weber

Holiday Concert
Featuring Special Guest percussionist 
MICHAEL SPIRO with the ECYS
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE and
soloists Jessica Kuo,Yale Blomberg
and Meha Goyal

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2:30 PM

Spangenberg Theatre
780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto

BELLINI  Concerto in E Flat Major,
Jessica Kuo, soloist

VIEUXTEMPS  Violin Concerto in A minor,
Mvt. I,Yale Blomberg, soloist 

LALO  Symphonie Espagnole, Mvt. I,
Meha Goyal, soloist

GLIERE  Russian Sailor’s Dance
ADAMS  Short Ride on a Fast Machine
DUKAS  Sorcerer’s Apprentice
ANDERSON  Sleigh Ride

Except as noted all performances:Tickets $10/5

Annual 
Benefit 
Concerts
Featuring 
Special Guest 
Artist

David Kim
Concertmaster 
of the Philadelphia Orchestra
SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 7:30 PM

California Theater
345 South First Street, San Jose

SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 7:30 PM

Spangenberg Theater
780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto

ROSSINI  William Tell Overture
STRAVINSKY  Firebird Suite
BRAHMS  Violin Concerto,

David Kim, soloist

Tickets: $30/20 www.ecys.org

Season Finale
Featuring soloists 
Janet Jun and Joy Lin
and the ECYS Percussion Ensemble

SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 7:30 PM

Spangenberg Theatre
780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto

BARBER  School for Scandal Overture
SHOSTAKOVICH  Selections from 

Gadfly Suite
TCHAIKOVSKY  Violin Concerto, Mvt. I,

Joy Lin, soloist
LALO  Cello Concerto in D minor, Mvt. I,

Janet Jun, soloist
BORODIN  Polovstian Dances
ECYS Percussion Ensemble

The award-winning Senior Symphony

Orchestra is comprised of talented high

school musicians from throughout the 

San Francisco Bay Area.The orchestra

studies under the baton of Dr. Camilla
Kolchinsky, a conductor and master

teacher dedicated to instilling a true

understanding of musicianship in the

members of her orchestra. In addition 

to outstanding opportunities for student

soloists, professionals of international

renown regularly perform with the ECYS

Symphony.The Symphony has a long 

tradition of international tours. Recent

tours have included England, Scotland,

Austria, France and Italy. In the 

Summer of 2005 the Symphony 

performed in Central Europe, where

they received standing ovations 

in Austria, the Czech Republic,

Hungary and Germany (see 

tour album, center pages).

SUNDAY REHEARSALS

3–6 PM

CUBBERLEY

COMMUNITY CENTER

PALO ALTO



Si
nf

on
ie

tt
a Orchestra

Alexi
Kenney

Anat
Kardontchik

Jessica 
Ryou

Susan 
Nitta

Rachel 
Lee

Xin Wang, Ashley Hsu, Evin Blomberg
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Jeanna Ko
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The Sinfonietta Orchestra, conducted

by Dr. Camilla Kolchinsky, is an

advanced level orchestra for middle and

high school students. Sinfonietta students

receive intensive training as preparation

for their membership in the ECYS

Symphony.The orchestra performs 

classical repertoire and features special

guest artists and student soloists.

TUESDAY REHEARSALS, 6–8:45 PM

TERMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL, PALO ALTO

Fall Classic
Featuring soloists Sunli Kim 
and Alexi Kenney

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 7:30 PM

HAYDN  Symphony No. 101
ROSSINI  Barber of Seville Overture
MOZART  Violin Concerto No. 3, Mvt. I,

Sunli Kim, soloist
WIENIAWSKI  Polonaise Brillante,

Alexi Kenney, soloist

Winter Spirit
Featuring soloists Anat Kardontchik 
and Yoon-Chan Kim

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2:00 PM

SCHUBERT  Symphony No. 8 “Unfinished”
MOZART  Flute Concerto in D, Mvts. II & III,Yoon-Chan Kim, soloist
MOZART  Violin Concerto No. 4, Mvt. I, Anat Kardontchik, soloist
PAGANINI  La Campanella, Anat Kardontchik, soloist
DELIBES  Waltz and Mazurka

Concerto Festival
Featuring soloists Xin Wang, Ashley Hsu,
Evin Blomberg, Emily Han and Jeanna Ko
and special guests from the 
SOUTH BAY COMMUNITY 
ORCHESTRA

SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 8:00 PM

SAINT-SAENS  Violin Concerto No. 3,
Mvt. 1, Xin Wang, soloist

MOZART  Piano Concerto No. 21,
Allegro Maestoso, Ashley Hsu, soloist

DOPPLER  Andante and Rondo,
Emily Han and Jeanna Ko, soloists

WIENIAWSKY  Violin Concerto No. 2, Mvt. I,
Evin Blomberg, soloist

JOPLIN (arr. Frackenpohl)  The Entertainer

Spring Dance
Featuring soloists Jessica Ryou,
Susan Nitta and Rachel Lee

SATURDAY, MAY 20, 8:00 PM

BEETHOVEN  Symphony No. 1
VITALI  Chaconne, Jessica Ryou, soloist
KABELEVSKY  Violin Concerto, Mvt. III,

Susan Nitta, soloist
BACH  Flute Concerto in D minor, Mvt. I,

Rachel Lee, soloist
NICOLAI  Merry Wives of Windsor Overture

All Sinfonietta Performances:
Cubberley Theatre, 4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
Tickets $10/5

Sunli Kim



Central Europe Tour 2005
In June of 2005 the Symphony Orchestra earned standing ovations throughout Central Europe,

most notably at the Franz Liszt Academy in Budapest, and the Dvorak Hall of the Rudolfinum in Prague.

Daphne Wang, soloist



The EL CAMINO WIND ORCHESTRA offers high school wind players 
an opportunity to enhance their band experience by working with like-minded 
young artists to perform wind ensemble literature on an ever increasing level
of excellence. TUESDAY REHEARSALS 6:45–8:45 PM

TERMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL, PALO ALTO

TONY CLEMENTS became Principal Tubist with the San Jose Symphony
in 1981. He has performed with the San Francisco Ballet, Oakland
Symphony, San Diego Pops, Sacramento Symphony and the San Luis
Obispo Mozart Festival Orchestra. Recently,Tony has pursued a second
career as a conductor. In 2000, he was appointed Director of the presti-
gious Ohlone Wind Orchestra and later that year became the conductor
of the El Camino Wind Orchestra. In addition to his performing and
conducting duties,Tony is the Instructor of Tuba & Euphonium at
Stanford University, Cal State Hayward and San Jose State University.
In 2001, he started the Ohlone Tuba Ensemble, a reemergence of the
Tuba Union of the Bay Area (T.U.B.A.).

CHAMBER PLAYERS ORCHESTRA, CAMERATA ORCHESTRA
GALBRAITH HONOR STRINGS, EL CAMINO WIND ORCHESTRA

All performances at Cubberley Community Center
December and March ticket prices: $10/5, pass accepted 
May ticket price: $10, no pass accepted

Fall Concert  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, in the Theatre
Featuring soloists Christy Chen, Joshua Keefe and David Rozenfeld
2:00 pm   Chamber Players Orchestra and Camerata Orchestra
3:00 pm   Galbraith Honor Strings and El Camino Wind Orchestra

Winter Concert  SUNDAY, MARCH 12, in the Theatre
Featuring soloists Andrew Hsu, Emma Pelegri O’Day and Grace Lee 
2:00 pm   Chamber Players Orchestra and Camerata Orchestra
3:00 pm   Galbraith Honor Strings and El Camino Wind Orchestra

Talent “A La Mode” ICE CREAM SOCIAL CONCERT!
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 6:15 pm, in the Auditorium
Featuring soloists Tiffany Shen and Emma Dohner

EL CAMINO WIND ORCHESTRA 
Special Outreach Performance with the Ohlone Wind Orchestra
SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2:00 PM Tickets: $10/5 no passes
Smith Center at Ohlone College, 43600 Mission Boulevard, Fremont

El Camino Wind Orchestra

GALBRAITH HONOR STRINGS, the pride and joy of Music
Director Dr. Camilla Kolchinsky, offers talented young string 
players training in a focused environment.Working closely with 
Dr. Kolchinsky to develop their musicality and technique, these gifted
students provide outstanding performances for their loyal audience.

TUESDAY REHEARSALS 4–6 PM

TERMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL, PALO ALTO

Renowned cellist Michail Gelfandbein
conducts the CHAMBER PLAYERS AND
CAMERATA ORCHESTRAS. Chamber Players
is the ideal first orchestra experience for students
with one or two years of private lessons. Camerata
is the intermediate full orchestra level at ECYS.
Both orchestras offer wind ensemble and regular
sectionals for all instruments.

Conductor Gelfandbein is assisted by wind
coach Debra Weinberg, who received her B.M.
in Clarinet Performance from the Peabody
Conservatory, and her M.M. in Clarinet
Performance at DePaul University; and percussion

coach Jesse Randell, who received his M.M. in Percussion
Performance from San Francisco State University.

CHAMBER PLAYERS TUESDAY REHEARSALS 4:30–6:15 PM

CAMERATA MONDAY REHEARSALS 6:15–8:15 PM

BOTH AT TERMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL, PALO ALTO

MICHAIL GELFANDBEIN, conductor of the Chamber Players 
and Camerata orchestras, received his Ph.D. at the Leningrad
Conservatory of Music in cello performance as a student of
Mstislav Rostropovich, with post graduate study in conducting
with I. Musin. He served as Principal Cellist of the Leningrad
Philharmonic Orchestra for 25 years, and served as faculty
at the Leningrad Conservatory and the Leningrad
State Music School for
Conductors. Mr. Gelfandbein
was founder and Conductor of
the Rishon-Le-Zion Chamber
Group and Co-Principal Cellist
of the Israel Opera Orchestra
in Tel Aviv.

Michail Gelfandbein

Tony Clements
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Galbraith Honor Strings



Amelia Vitarelli, Brian Bensing,
Kassey LeBow

The dynamic Areon Flutes conduct the ECYS Flute Ensemble
program. Under their guidance, the students are now exploring
quartet literature in addition to the traditional flute choir reper-
toire. The El Camino Flute Ensemble is a senior ensemble for
advanced flutists.The Intermezzo Ensemble is for flutists playing at
a strong intermediate level.The Overture Ensemble is appropriate 
for motivated young players.

MONDAY AFTERNOONS & EVENINGS

TERMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL, PALO ALTO

EL CAMINO FLUTE ENSEMBLE
INTERMEZZO FLUTE ENSEMBLE
OVERTURE FLUTE ENSEMBLE

Fall & Winter Concerts
SATURDAY DEC. 3, 7:30 PM

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600 Colorado Avenue, Palo Alto

SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 7:30 PM

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600 Colorado Avenue, Palo Alto
Tickets: $8/5 Passes accepted December 3 and March 4

Talent “A La Mode” ICE CREAM SOCIAL CONCERT!
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 6:15 PM

Cubberley Auditorium, 4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
Tickets: $10/5, No passes May 13

The Performance Outreach Program is an opportunity 
for ECYS musicians to combine their appreciation of

chamber music with performances for underserved
members of the community.

Chamber music originated as an intimate form of music
that was played for its own sake, in the homes of musicians

and music lovers.The social and musical pleasure derived
from playing in a small ensemble makes it a favorite

endeavor of professional and student musicians.

ECYS chamber musicians earn community service
through their participation in the program, and represent

ECYS at outreach performances and competitions.

The Performance Outreach Program is offered to 
members of Symphony, Sinfonietta, Galbraith Honor

Strings and the El Camino Flute Ensemble.The chamber
ensembles rehearse weekly with a professional coach

from mid-September through mid-May. Interested 
members may apply through the ECYS office.

F
lu

teEnsembles

AREON FLUTES, comprised of flutists Brian Bensing, Kassey LeBow,
and Amelia Vitarelli, is quickly establishing themselves as one of the 
premiere chamber groups in Silicon Valley. Areon Flutes, a nonprofit
organization, is committed to expanding the range and context of flute
chamber music through commissioning and arranging new works. Along

with performing in concert, Areon is devoted to teaching chamber
music to aspiring students. Areon serves as Artists-

In-Residence for the El Camino Youth Symphony
where they direct the Flute Choir program 
consisting of three flute ensembles and an
award-winning flute quartet program. Areon
holds an annual Flute Institute each July in 

Los Altos Hills, California. For a current schedule
of events, please visit www.areonflutes.com.

Performance O
utreach

The award-winning El Camino Flute Quartet 
Seasons 2003–2005



Thank you for your support!
For more than four decades, the El Camino Youth Symphony
has been an exemplary arts education organization. As the 
Bay Area’s foremost non-profit instrumental training and 
education program, ECYS has given nearly 10,000 youth at 
all levels of musical training the opportunity to develop both
socially and artistically.

At a time when opportunities for music education are being
extinguished, while the power of musical education to make 
a profound difference in the lives of youth has never been more
universally understood, ECYS invites you to reach out and to
fill a critical gap in public funding of the arts.

We welcome you to join us as advocates of young artists 
and their place in the grand tradition of musical 
education and excellence.We depend upon generous
friends to fund our program, as tuition and ticket
sales cover only a portion of our expenses.

On behalf of the ECYS Board of Directors,
thank you for your interest in music 

education, and thank you 
for considering supporting
the El Camino Youth

Symphony Association.We would 
be honored for you to join our family 

of supporters.

Cathy Spieth
Executive Director
El Camino Youth Symphony Association

Membership & More
Musicians ages 6 to 18 are invited to make an audition 
appointment with ECYS. Contact the ECYS office or visit
www.ecys.org for more information and an online appli-
cation form.We welcome you to join the ECYS family!

Music teachers, public and private, are invited as special 
guests at ECYS concerts.Teachers who are not currently 
on our mailing list are invited to contact the office to receive 
a concert pass and regular mailings.

The El Camino Youth Symphony (ECYS) is located in Palo Alto,
California, the home of Stanford University, about 35 miles 
south of San Francisco. Its name comes from the Spanish words
el camino real, the royal highway created along the Pacific Ocean
by the early Spanish explorers and missionaries.

The El Camino Youth Symphony Association provides the
financial and administrative support necessary to maintain 
the ECYS music education and performance programs.
The Association’s Board of Directors is composed of 
parents and interested community members who volunteer
their time and effort. Funding comes from a variety of
sources, including membership dues, concert ticket sales,
benefit concerts, and donations by individuals, foundations,
and corporations.

We invite you to become an ECYS patron and con-
tribute to the music education of our young musicians.
Your donation may be sent to:

Su
pp

or
ti
ng

Our Mission

El Camino Youth Symphony
2439 Birch Street, Suite 3  Palo Alto, CA  94306

PH: (650) 327-2611  FAX: (650) 327-0338
email: ecys@earthlink.net

For more information,
we suggest that you visit the ECYS website!

www.ecys.org

FUNDED IN PART BY

A GRANT FROM

ARTS COUNCIL

SILICON VALLEY

Joy Lin
Concertmistress, Symphony Orchestra

The David and Lucile Packard
Foundation


